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Nick Joe Rahall, I], 4th District, West Virginia, introduced 
the establishment of a national 
irgnia After hearings. the Committee on Interior and 
mittee on National Parke and Public Lands, directed the 
preparation of a study Senate Appropriations Committee report on the Department 
of the Interior (October 16, 1990) recommended funds be made available to conduct a new 











Sr ar. 1991. was prepared and submitted for approval That 
as 


survey and the second part an alternatives assessment This document is the 
Reconnaissance Survey It has been prepared under contract number (X-2000.0.0006 work 


specific data for the resources being studied with 
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Each potential resource must 





(Be) an outstanding example of « particular type of resource 
2 (Possess) exceptiona! value or quality in illustrating or interpreting the natural 


or cultura! themes of our nations herntage 


3. (Offer) superiative opportunities for recreation public use and enjoyment or for 


soentific study 
4 (Retain)! a high degree of integrity as « true accurate and relatively unspoiled 


example of a resource 
1 - OUTSTANDING RESOURCE 
requirements of 
coa! 
to that feature 
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Gocun Enstaap Sitshuste Banetes CORD ond Rational Caphnal Ports 
Historic Landmark program has |istings in the Themes as follows 
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railroad depot survives as wel! as schools. crvic 

has residential and commercia! districts intact. Glen Jean where a 
Kimba!! where a group of large management houses exist 
management leve! residences survive and 
commercia! district and active railroad vard 

















i 


il 


he 


ij Hn 





i dU 


js! 





i 











1 

te Hi 
ea ie 
Wi Hi } fit if thie i i HE 


























Hii 





x 





SL: 





Ha 


te i 



























iis} 


PTH amt LE 
i ie ie in 


if ii 















ih hi 
ti i ul 


a th 


HH 























it 


li 





i i HEL 


ify 
i iti itt 


TH 


He HUE 


ii 











ti, 
a 
Hil i aie 


efi 





1nd 











ie 


pei 
THEE 


ae 


Hl i} 





ie i 
Hala 





| 








+ itt 


Hi 


7H 
nhite 
: +H F 


Wb ii iy aH 
fi : all 


ir 





il He 












































0 prowede the preservation revtoration and imerpretation of the 
hutorcal, cultural, and architectural values of the Town of 
Bramwell Wes Virgema for the educational and inypirational benefit 
of present 


eee ese ee = | = - - - & FF FF FS FS Freee ee = = = | © 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
January 29 199) 


Mr Rahal! mmtroduced the following bell which was referred to the 
Committee on Imternvor and Insular Affairs 


Pistoncal 
Bramwell West Virgima. for the educational and inspirational! benef: 
of present and future generatiom 


Be « enacted » the Senate and House of Represematives of the 
| meted States of Amenca im Congres: assembled 


SECTION | SHORT TITLE 


The Act may be coted a the Bramwell National Histonca!l Part 
Ac af er 


SEC 2) FINDINGS AND PURPOSE 


(a) Fondengs The Congress finds that 


(}) The coal mining heritage of southern West Virgina « of 
national hretoncal and cultural ugneficance 


(2) The Town of Bramwell, West Virgima powewes remarkable 
and ovistanding hestoncal cultural and architectural valves 
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(1) The reconstruction of the Bramwell Raviroad Depot 




















(d) Memberstup The Secretary shal! apport members to the 


Advison Committee as follows 


(1) the Governor of the State of West Virignia or his 
delegate 


(2) one member to represen the West Virgima Division of 
Culture anc History to be appomnted from among persons nominated 
by the Governor of the State of West Virgima. 

(3) the Mayor of the Town of Bramwell, 

(4) one member to represent the Mercer County Commision. 


(S) one member to represent the Mercer County Histoncal 
Sooety. 


(6) two members to represent the Bramwell! Heston | andmart 
C ommerwon 


(7) two members to represent the Brarmwel! Milhonare Garden 











Chub, 


(8) one member to represent the West Virgima Preservation 
Alhance Inc — 


(9) one member to represent Coaiways, tnc.. 


(10) one member to represent the West Virginia Association of 
Museums and 


(11) one member to represent the Pinnacle Rock State Park 
Foundation, Inc 


(e) Termination, Charter The Advisory Commuttee shal! terminate 
on the date ten years after the enactment of this Act notwithstanding 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (Act of October 6, 1972. 86 Stat 
776) The provisions of section |4(b) of such Act (relating to the 
charter of the Committee) are hereby waived with respect to this 
Advisory Committee 


SEC 10 AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS 


SE SE OS GP aSa® abo age 
necessary to carry out the purpose of Act 
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APPENDIX B: NATIONAL REGISTER OF 
HISTORIC PLACES INVENTORY - 
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Describe the present end origina! |i! known) physica! appearence 


Bramwell, West Vicginia, is located approximately eight wiles northwest of 
Bluefield, West Virginia, in Mercer County. The asin section of Sreawell was plotted 
on the banks of the Bluestone River. The river turns in such « way so thet it nearly 
surrounds the downtown section of Bramwell. Streets were laid out in « siniature 
eric pattern in this flet part of town when it was planned in 1685 by « coal land 
leasing company. Additional streets appreared in the surrounding hills across the 
river from the south side to the east side of the flat downtown section of town. 


The “Industrial Edition” of the Bluef Daily Telegrat published in 
November 1896, describes Bramwell as “s Softgtte. residential town at the gateway of 
the field”. This refers to the Pocahontas Coalfield which covers parts of three 
counties in West Virginia and two in Virginia. The coalfield opened in 1683, and the 


site of Braswell was chosen by several coal operators for their residences because of 
its accessibility to their nearby sining operations. 


The wining towns of Coopers and Freeman vere, sround the turn of the century. 
incorporated into the town of Bramwell. This historic district as defined by this 
nomination includes only the gain pert of Bramwell es described in the first paragraph 
of this description. This is dwe to the fact that this section of Pramwell hes 
virtually been preserved intact for the past fifty or sixty years and its structures 
clearly serve as « coherent unit, basically unchanged by time. In an ares of the 
state where elaborate architectural styles are aot common, Bragwell's impressive arch- 
itecture sets this district apart from surrounding towns and settlements. 


The Bramwell Historic District experienced two phases of building. Early 
Bramwell was comprised of frame buildings in the businesses and residential sect ions 
of the town, with the exception of the brick Masonic Hall (1893), the stone Bank of 
Bramwell (1693), the Bramwell Presbyterian Church (1902) « revival English Romanesque 
structure of local bluestone, and the red brick Perry House (1904). All business buildings 
were frame except the brick Perry building on the end of the business block on the 
morth side of Main Street as is revealed by a photo of Bramwell taken in approxisately 
1906. On Janwery 7, 1910, this situatior was tragically changed. A fire broke out 
in @ pool room and bowling alley on the south side of Main Street, devouring that 
building and rapidly spreading down the block and across the street. All the buildings 
on the north side of the business block of Main Street were completely destroyed, 
while on the other side of the street only two buildings were saved, the frame 
Blvestone Inn and a her frame house owned by coal operator Edward Cooper, though 
both were heavily damaged. Soon after the blaze, the town council passed an ordinance 
which stated that any building constructed on Mein, North River, South River, and 
Rose Streets were required co be of brick, stone, or some other sorter. Soon the 
north side business block was rebuilt following the new ruling with a1] new structures 
ef brick. The Bluestone Inn (which was demolished in the 1930's) was repaired across 
the street, and a new Cooper house was built, but the businesses were never rebuilt on 
thet side. The Coopers gradually bought the remaining lots and extended their homestead 


property. 
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The architecture of Bramwell truly reflects the large fortunes which the 
Pocahontas coal operators were able to accumulate. The styles wichia the 
district range from Queen Anne to American homesteed to craftemenetyle The 
romantic Tudor Revival howse built by cose! operator ¥.K. Thomas between 1909 and 
1912 reportedly hed timber and tiles sent specially froe Englend for its construc 
tion In contrast, the Hewitt howse built only two years later euphesizes set ive 
local bluestone end Indians white ost interior paneling. The Edward Cooper house 
(1910), which aleo hed ite orenge brick shipped frome Englend. is of the Queen Anne 
style with its lonic erticulated tower and decorative copper roof, while sext door 
the Coopers built en American craftemanstyle brick bungalow (ca.1920) for their son 
end his sew wife It seems that the wealthy operators spared nothing to construct 
these buildings with the finest materials end craftemenship eveileble. Severe! 
structures exhibit elaborate carvings inside, gost sotebly expressed on steircases 
Steined end beveled gless is found in several of the homes. Decorative whrought iron 
fences border the asjority of lots in Sreawel! 


Also found with several homes is the presence of the gerage with servents 
quarters on the second floor Some servents lived outside of Sreawell's asic sect ior 
but ageny aeids, butlers, end gerdeners lived on the premises of the operators hone 
properties This gust heve created on interesting interaction between different social 
groups end aise « seperate culture within the limite of the historic distri 
Servants in Bragwel|l were predominantly bleck Americans 


Building within the Bresweli historic district besically halted in the aid 
1920's with only a few intrusions constructed since thet tise The older homes end 
mansions have beer remerkabiy well preserved which serves to aeke the SBreawe)) 
historic district an extremely ettrective area today The following ere descr ipt ions 
of Bramwell 's gost significant structures: 


North side of Main Street 

i BRAMWELL TOWN HALL --ca. 18869 (Pivotal) two-story gabled rectangula: 
frame structure, with dowble-hung sash windows, one of Bramwell's oldest surviving 
buildings. Lot Mm. 6 


i PENCE Bi + 19Ll (Contributing) three-story red brick commercia: 
building rebuilt after * @ of iI9it Unornamented heavy projecting cornice tops 
third fleor; flat roof le «. 

} OLD THEATRE BSUILDING--ca. 1923 (Contributing) deep red brick with two 
stories : roo! slopes downward toward rear Second story fecade is cherec terized 


by four round arches, two of which frame windows with the other two serving #5 openings 
to @ porch Lot We. i101 


‘ ABRAHAMSON BLILDINC--ca. 1914 (Contributing) two-story light brics 
commercial structure with tall windows articulating second story facade. Ornamenta 
cornice contributes to an Itelianste quality. tot M. 102 
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5. COLLINS BUILDING--ca. 1922 (Contributing) deep red brick two-story brick 
with « plain flat fecede. Slender vertical engaged brick piers visually separate the 
bulidiang into four sections The weet end of the butlding comprised @f shout ten feet. 
is one-story high end wes added to the origina) building between 1922 and 1930. Second 
story windows heve stone window lintels Gollins’ seme appears in stone on second 
story facade Let &. 10). 


6 DUDLEY SUILDING--ca. 1926 (Contributing) light brick two-story with flat 
fecede and second story windows with stone window heads Lot Mo. 1% 


, SRYANT BUILDING--ca. 1910 (Comtributing) two-story red brick with heavy 
projecting cornices on top of second story end between first and second story. A 
pharmacy wes contained in the right side section of the building and some decorative 
cherry woodwork end gerble ts etill inside. Stone window heads and sashes also are 
present on the second story facade windows Lot Me. 105. 


a MASONIC HALi--ca. 189)-9 (Pivotal) large two-story brick (now painted 
white) rectangular structure with rounded arched entryways. Dowble windows with tran- 
somes on firet fleor with shorter windows on second floor placed in blind arches. Tin 
roof. hipped Orignialiy built with en suditorius to seat three hundred. Lot %. 106 


POCAHONTAS COAL AND COKE OFFICE--ca. 1892 (Contributing) now con- 
verted to « residence, two-story building; gable roof with samll gsebled projection 
in center of the roof facing street Pilesters framing fron entry were removed froe 
Benk of Sremwell's teterior sometiae after the 1930's. Sear extension added during 
World War Il for the Bed Cross. Originally the office of the coal iend company 
which planned Sregwell. it still comteins three vaults, which have been converted to 


storage or Seth ereas, end the original aahogany woodwork on the first floor interior: 
sluminur siding Lot Me. iv 
id McELRATH HOUSE--ca. 1898 (Contributing) two-story red brick dwelling with 


steep root end cross ble. eseyametrical plan; emali porch to entry topped by « 
pediges: supported by decorative wooden posts Brick three-sided bay next to porch 
Decorative iron fence borders property Lot Me. 108 


li COLLINS HOUSE--ca. 1903 (Contributing) aodified ell-shaped two-story 
dwelling with tree rear gabled extensions Front porch supported by tall slender 
Tuscan columns, belustrade on flat roof of porch, emall tower with steep gables and 
diamond-shaped windows at jointure of ell; tiny balcony ettached to tower; sluminus 
siding Iron fence Lot Be. 109 


12 KIRK BOUSE--ca. 1892 (Contributing) unadorned two-story ell. Front porch 
runs slong entire front of house Iron gate opens on to sidewalk; sluminue siding. Loc 110 


i} McGUFFIN HOUSE--ca. 1888 (Constributing) two-story modified ell dwelling. 
porch across front with sloping roof and decorative “gingerbread” fans on posts 
second story windows contain small panes of sulti-colored glass; large bay at rear 
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of house and aise at end of @11. Decorative setal finials run along the crest of the 
gables on the roof. Slightly remodeled aeny years ago, it aay be Sramwell's oldest 
surviving dwelling Alweinuwm siding. stone fence with iron gete borders front of 
property Let ®. iii 


4. McNEER HOUSE--ca. 1890 (Contributing) godified two-story gabled frame 
dwelling with a two-story bay on front and porch with three slender posts and spindles 
slong the porch frieze; small triangular projection on roof on front. Lot ®. 112 


15 PACK HOUSE--ca. 189) (Contributing) large three-story four square gab) ed 
éwelling with « cross gable in center resulting in bays on either side of the house 
A bay also projects from the first floor on to the front porch which stretches across 
the entire front of the house end turns the right cormer to seet the bay on the right 
side. A email sodified Palladian window appears on the third floor in the front gable 
An iron fence borders the property. Lot BM. ii). 


North River Street 

16. PILGRIM/WOL TNESS /WESLEYAN CHURCH-- (Contributing) constructed between 
1906 and 1930-Square one-story building with large steep gable end thin square tower 
Entrance is et southwest corner; sluninuwe siding. Lot &. 66. 


L7. HOUSE--between 1906 and 1930 (Comtribtu: ing) small one-story ¢welling. 
frame Sloping roof, filled in porch with eultiple windows Let &. §) 


16 “KITCHEN BULLDERS"--before 1930 (Contributing) long two-story frame 
business building with three distinct sections. Flat fecede, continuous porch across 
front. Lot m. 


ig SMALL BLILDING--before 1930 (Contributing) very emall frase gabied 
square structure with long sash windows facing Bloch Street. Lot Mo. 89.! 
20 BRICK GARAGE--before 1930 (Contributing) two car, one-story garage wit! 


stepped roof. Window heads (stone) appear above windows and garage doors. ‘ot Mo. % 


21 GARAGE- -before 1930 (Contributing) two-story frame garage for four 
vehicles. Second story aay have been servants’ quarters. Lot Me. % 


22 HOUSE AND GARACE-~-before 1930 (Contributing) small frame one-story 
gabled house and one car garage Let &. 97 


23 COOPER BUNGA'OW--ca. 1920 (Comtributing) craftemanstyle one-stor : 
dwelling; stone foundation; exposed rafter ends, low roof and broad porch across front 
of house; shingles in front gable Lot Mos. 115 and 116 
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79. WICHHAN HOUSE, two down frome Beak, sent to Perry Howse ~- before 1990 - 
(Contributing) greatly enlarged after 1990, thie frame dwelling has been remodeled 
to appear itelienete with « cupolas, symmetrical ples, emell central perch, wide 
eaves, ond « low-pitched hip roof. Lot &. 1% 











». GARAGE (Contributing) one and « helf-etery two-car frame gabled garage 
Let 126 (eub-let 28) 

n MEYERS HOUSE--ca. 1892 (Contributing) long, serrow two-story dwelling 
crossed by two gables, one « clipped geble, porches symmetrically placed elther side, 
slusiow: siding. tot &. 127 


Ss ee ae 1914-3615 (Pivotal) erchitecturel fire, SeArmond, Acheeed 


6 Bickley, 618 Cheetout Street, Philedelphie- two-story dwelling which reflects the 
trensitional period in American erchitecture of the Prairte etyle with (cs symmetrical 
plan, astive bluestone, lerge comparatively low-hipped tile roof of “dark matt green 
shron”. wide projecting coves, and low ceilings. Plan of howse te « wide “T" shape 
Wide porches with stone posts end English quarry tile floors flenk either side of the 
central gabled projecting pavillion which serves as the entryway end focal point. Tue 
front Goor is fremed by two columns which support partial entebleteres end « one)! 
projecting arched roof A secondary gebie with « casement window eppeaere to the right 
of the pevillion on the second fleer and « triple casement window seet to thet. Inside 
eli tleors ere of indiens white osk with « two-line berder of cherry. Living room tus 
« lerge stone fireplace and weinscots, cornices, senties, coiling beams and tric 
bookcases all of white oak. A “glared operating aetal skylight its present over the 
steircese in the foyer. Let M. 128 





\) HEWITT GARAGE APARTMEN’~~L9lL4-1915 (Piweteal) saetive bleeseteme eeried ¢ 
story rege ent three-roee servants quarters sbove Garage contains om eerily car wee’ 
wet ti, (eub-let 4) 

is “MANN HOUSE (Piwotel) remodeled frome an earlier etrecture ia 1999 Laree 


yet long ené sarrow, three-story gebied Gvelling. A sectagona. turret topped by 4 sete 
finiel is etteched to the third fleer on one corner of the house, and bays result onder 
neeth on the first and second fleers. A rownded porch encircles this corner and leads 

to the front entry. The filet roof of the porch is triqmed by on entablature sunpe rtes 
by tell, slender, rounded colummes. The recessed rear section wee used a6 servents’ 
quarters, end the third fleer of the house was considered « children's eres a6 it wae 
scaleé emailer in proportions (@iniature doors, closets, end coat racks ere found there) 
A giees conservatory ts atteched to the firet floor edjecent to the gentag room. The 
den in the firet floor bey hes walle cowered in leather. ‘bet . 129 


35. FORMER PRESBYTERIAN MANSE-~ca 189) (Contributing) narrow gabied two-story 
dwelling; porch encircles right corner of first fleor Shingles, slupinuw® siding, sc 
setal railing have been added. Lot H. 110 




















Se -. 


United States Departrnent of the Interior 
National Park Service 












of Historic Places 
Form 


Sreeweli Hietertc Dietrict, Mercer County, 
es 





Weer — 


e COLLINS HOUSE--ca. 1909-10 (Contributing) serrew two end @ hell -etery 
frame Gvelling with two gables with catelide or seithee slheped reefs. One gable tops 
the third fleer end the other protrudes to the right of it free the second Fleer. The 
second story gable is pierced by « double window, « semicireuler lunette, end « tri- 
engular lenette. Groupe of three tell eteined gleese windows ere found on the front 
ond two sides of the howse. Enclosed porch at frome left corner with evwerhenging 
roof on left side, eteome foundation, diamond shaped slate tile reef; lerge stone chianey, 
some stick decoration on rear extension of house let Be. tdi 














? COLLINS GARAGE--1909-10 (Contributing) two-eteory brick gerage with 
servents' quarters abowe, catelide, diamond shaped tiled roof te asetch eatin house, 
stone window heads Let @. id! 


e INTRUSTON--ca. 1955 - Brick ranch style one-story ol) @welling. Let |)) 


loch 

- ais. PRESSYTERIAN CHURCH - 1902 (Pivotal) aetive bluestone Revive! 
Engiieh gothic-etyle etructure with equaere tower and sinteture buttresses projecting 
between erched windows end at corners of tower. Three sides of the tower hewe three 
arched openings each sear *** top. The center front of the tower hes @ lerge window 
with trecery A bracketed, gebdied overdjor protects the front entry. The gein church 
building if seid to heave been Godeled after « emell Weleh cathedral. Circe 1947 an 
education teliding was added to the sein structure creating on @11 shape This ts sleo 
of bluestone; it is two stories with dormers and sash windows, « gable end on arched 
window to gatch the apin building Let &. 119 


Pocahontas Avenue 

sf DOOSTILL BOUST built ca. 18%, renodeled 1905 (Pivetal) erchitect for 
remodeling ©¥.J. Seich of Bramwell - Originaliy en wnadorned two-story frame structure, 
thie house wae e=belliehed in 1995 by the addition of « third etery beliroes end @ est 
rooms. # finial tepped comical turret. and beys on the firet end second fleers, « long 
encircling front porch, end cut glees windows. Carved osk scoreens ent lomic columns 
were aise added in the foyer and to seperate « sitting room frome the auster bedroce on 
the second fioor Dining room on firet floor hes heavy oak celling beams and siso oat 
sliding doors which ere pulled from the walis flanking the doorway Howse is gabled with 
& steep sloping roof, emaller gables with two-story beys extend froe eiddle of the sides 
of the howse. In the omell gable of the right side « round window with spider web 
trecerty appears Gables have been shingled in recent years Evidence of the eddition 
of the third floor seen in the presence of « skylight in the second floor ceiling sow covered 
by the third fiocor There ere Masonic syabols painted directiy on the wall in the firec 
fleor den end in « third flier geme rooe. Lot &. 7. 


4) GOODWILL GARACE--ca. 18095 (Contributing) originslly « one-story outbuilding 
for servents’ quarters, Gow « gerege and car port; frame Let &. ? 
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42. THOMAS HOUSE--ca 1909-12 (Pivetel) Tudor Revival eighteen-rece three- 
story @velling, red tile reef, wood for “helf-tisberiang,” end interior paneling 
reportedly transported from Engiend, stonework executed by Iteliean sssons brought froe 
Europe for the project. casement windows with aultiple panes. severe] prominent gebles- 
Gost sotebly on the front --two projecting gebied peviliions, ome completely of stone, 
front porch on firet fleer between pewiliions hes tile designe on ficer, sewers) chianeys 
A central eteircese leeding from the firet fleer te the second, parte ot « lending tate 
two Gifferent eteire. At the lending ts « colosse!l steined glees window divided inte 
sis sections by aeeeive wooden partitions The gless pictures etx different symbols, 
five in rowndele end the central one in « rectangle. The ceilings of the living rece and 
adjacent den ere ornetely sculpted in plester A balireoe, sow pertitioned inte sewers) 
rooms, tf on the third fleer end hee « barrel weult in the cetling. 4 long Gormger with 
five emell windows projects frome the center of the roof on the third fleer. Let Mm. & 








4). THOMAS SHED--ca. 1909-12 (Contr buting) emal!l one-story clipped gable 
frame structure with etene foundation end porch. Lot &. & 


“. THOMAS SERVANTS QUARTERS- 1909-12 (Contributing) ome eat « helf-story 
frame structure gultiple clipped gebles let &. 6 


Avenue 
. GARAGE /APARTMENT--ca 1909-12 (Pivotal) aatches asin howse in 
Revivel Tuder etyle with red tile root, “hel! -tiebering,” end stonework. Two-story 
gebied structure, three-car gerage on firet fleer, eperteent on second with lerge stone 
fireplace, heavy ook rafters, end « cork floor. Germers project free roof Let M. &.! 


46 PILGRIM HOLINESS /VESLEYAN CHURCH PARSOMMACE--ca 1900 (Contributing) two- 
story éwelling with seversl cross gables; trienguler emell geble appesers porch supported b&b 
very tell, thin round columns. Alupiauws siding. Lot &. 10 


4? GODFREY / JONES HOUSE--ca. 1900 (Contributing) two end « helf-story square 
évelling with four wide crossing gebies. Sey window froe firet fleer to second on lett 
front porch stretches from bay to right corner A single story with « lerge exterior 
chimney hes been added to the front right corner. Alupinus siding. “ot &. |! 


«6 HOUSE, Duhring Avenve--ca. 1900 (Contributing) ome end « helf-story 
rectangular gebled dwelling, « lerge end « omell dormer project from roof on front Smal) 
beveled glass windows to the besement ere present in the stone foundetion. House wes 
reportedly aoved from original site on Pocahontas Avenue at front of Thomss property 
1909. Aluminut siding. Let @. 13 


“%. SCHOEW HOUSE--ca. 1695 (Contributing) two and « helf-story freme 
gedied foursquare Gwelling. Porch stretches across entire fromt;, belustrade and decorea- 
tive posts support porch roof; slusinuws siding. Wt &. 15 


sO INTRUSLON--@OUSE Dubring Avenve--ca 1940's- one-story shallow gabied 
stucco dwelling. ‘et BM. 16 


$1 HOUSE, Ovhring avenue - before 19K (Contribut ing 
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si (Cont'é) one end « tell -etery Goet ing with Swedish gebrel roof, 
dormers; porch on front; sluminus siding. tot ™. 17 


52. BAKER HOUSE--ca. 18695 (Contributing) two and « helf-story frame dwelling 
cherecteriaed by « low hipped roof and severe) dormers; irregular essyametrica! plan; 
two seperete porches - ome with peired columme, the other @issing its columme end tee- 
poreriily supported by other eeans. Several large windows appear in three parts - « lerge 
window in the center with sidelights. The upper sashes of these windows are divided 
by diamond shaped | ights Lot is 


53. MORTON HOUSE -ca 1900 (Contributing) two-story squere frame dwelling 
with low hipped root end email center front dormer. Porch extends across front with 
thin fanned poets end belustredes. Lot M. 7! 


Ss FRAME HEWITT HOUSE--ca 1900 (Contributing) two end « half-story clipped 
gebie dwelling with side dormers. Porch which stretches across front hes been filled in 
Aluminum siding Let &. a 


erent $ 
5 ct towen-~co 1900 (Pivotal) lLerge two-story frame dwelling; gaebied 


and hipped root; gabled projecting pavillion et front .«.c*r, ber om firet fleor center 
Large porch extends across entire front end projects « curve to correspond iwth the bey 
end pavillion Teall slender colwans support porch Square window appears in gable 

of « corresponding gebled pavillion at rear of howse. Meany windows heave dianond- 
shaped lights io spper seshes The den hee walle covered in leather. Youse grestiy 
embellished in the 1950's Lot &. 2) 


$6 “AN' PLAYHOUSE-~-ca. 1910 (Pivetel) « freme ome and « half-story ctructure 
with clipped gebie, triple, sash windows in gable, long front porch with sassive stone 
round posts “Maio room hes large stone tireplace Firet weed a6 4 playhouse. then 
remodeled in 1940's to s regular dwelling by eddition of several rooms behind the A-frame 
resulting in en irreguler ples (Dwhring Street) Lot Be. 19 


$7 PLAYHOUSE GARACE--(Contributing) one-story frame gebled gerage. Lot Mm. / 
Wyacct St 
sa : 108--ca. 1962 - Brick two-story gabled cottage with extension 


ond gerege. Lor Me. 29 


‘9 INTRUSION--ca. 1965 - one-story Brick rench style dvelling 


oe PRESSYTERIAN MANSE--ca. 1911 (Comtributing) square two-story cross gebled 
dwelling Small diapond-shaped windows on sides on second floor sear eaves of gable 
Perch ecroes front of house, sluminus siding Let &. 2 
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61 INTRUSION--aobile home Let &. 2? 
62 INTRUSION--gobile home Let @. 7? 
6) INTRUSION--aobile home let &. 2? 
6. HOUSE- before 1930 (Contributing) probably « service building converted 


to a @welling; email, rectenguler with hipped reof with flared eaves; sluminus siding 
let &. 

65 MANN GARDENER HOUSE--ca. 1915 (Comtributing) two-story frame dwelling with 
geble facing street end roof with « sloping concave profile Stone foundation, porch 
extends ecross front with equaere poets end « balustrade. A one-etory extension hese been 
added to the right side 


6 INTRUS 1ON--Rectangular one-story frame, greatiy remodeled, dwelling 

67 INTRUSION-~-Seall gebled frame dwelling; fromt porch billed in 

aa HOUSE- before 1930 (Contributing) two-story gebled dwellirg; stone founds 
tion; pertial porch, reset of porch filled in; sluminws siding 

69 SHED/GARAGE - before 1930 (Contributing) one-story with catslide roof. 
front gable and « rear extension; siuminu® siding 

10 OWELLING- before 1930 (Contributing) two-story ome gabdied building 
erobebiy fermerliy esed a6 servants cquartere for Freeman house riginal sicing 
second story porch with posts end balustrade “ot & 145 

- FREEMAN HOUSE--Degen ca. 1899) (Pivotal) very lerge rembiing three-story 


frame dwelling with « compliceted roofiine of hips and gebles Only telf of the house 
existed eppromiaately between 169) and 1906 when the lerge eddition of the right or south 
side of the house was probably aede. according to comparisons of cold photographs A two- 
Story projecting peviliios appears seer the front center end is topped by 4 balcony and 
balustrade A front porch extends the entire width end encircles the right side Over 
the porch on the right corner is « hipped projecting pevillion which hes « casement window 
There are severe! tall slender chiemeys, end on the sorth side of the house is «& large 
patio end fence of stone. Two one-story extensions which aay Neve been Service eress 

ere etteched to the right end rear of the house The house has been sectioned into 
apartments ic recent years Let Be. 165 


12 KELLER/PRITCHARD HOUSE--ca 189)-96 (Contributing) two end « hel f -story 
four square gebied dwelling A two-story extension hes been eééed toward the rear of 
the building on the right side, ame it hes «4 hipped roof A porch extends across entire 
front supported by decorative posts with gingerbread brackets end belustredes Shingles 
appear in the gables; the house hes . een sluminw® sidec Decorative wrought iron fence 
borders proper y. “t ™. 166 
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guees Street 

3. House, rear Keller/Pricchard lot, facing Church Street - ca. 1093-96 
(Contributing) one end « lwit-story frame gabled 11 dwelling with « couple of éoreers 
r'-* esefed porch oo front twth slender poets and « belvetrede§ tot Mm. 166 


” Former Holy Trinity Episcopal Church - ca. 1095 (Pivotal) frese gebied 
bullding with « godified cross plen. Entry is « emell gabled projection in the center 
of the fecede. Above thie emell gable ts « casement of four tall windows with panes of 
colored glees. The design of the panes creates « pointed arch within the window. This 
repeats in the windows «11 erownd the church. The eaves of the gables of the building 
and the entry projection are trimmed with « gingerbread vergeboerd. A one-story “beyed™ 
turret projects froe the front left-hand corner with « conicel roof. A tell polygons! 
cower with « tall cent roof is characterized by “pagods-like” openings sround its body 
it eppeere alee on the left side becween the emell turret end the sorth transept. Inside, 
slender wooden beans cross sear the crest of the gable, creating on “A-frame” effect 
within the seve. Six round windows with colored panes are aerrenged in « circle sbove 
the eiter on the weet wali Let WM. i467? 


7S Forwer Holy Trinity Episcopel Church Personnage - c. 189) (Contributing) 
two end « half foursquere gebled dwelling. Porch with slender posts and belustrade 
extends ecroes half of front A email one-story bey window appears to right of porch 
Aluminus sided Lot M. 148 


% Mein Street Bridge. 1915 (Contributing) - Pratt Pony Truss bridge with 
fine aasonry abutmects Arch-typicel of the « popular bridge type of the pre-Srid Wer | 
ere 

Pedestrian Bridge. c. 1910 (Contributing) pedestrian Verren Truss trope 
eetal bridge Sueilt ¢. 1910 at behest of 1.1. Mann to connect his residence with Fis 


“hildren's playhouse across the Blvestone River 


8 Bloch Screet Bridge. 1949 (intrusive), comerete bridge of gore recent 
construction While aot reaelivy of en intrusive aetere, it sone-the-lesse does sot 
contribute to the chaerecter of the district 
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Breewell is extremely significant to the history of Weet Virginia end to the 
mation beceuse it represents the opulence of the era at the ture of the century when 
an individuel, often en tamigrent to the U.5., could obtein large fortunes through bis 
own wit end the long bourse of the laboring class. As & town planned by coal lend 
iovestors end cosel sining operators, the Breawell historic district was the only 
location specifically designed to be « residential eres inhebiliced by the elite pope- 
lace of the Pocahontas Goslfield. Whereas searby Bluefield, Veet Virginia, besicelly 
begen as « supply center for the eining operations of the coalfield, the Btreawell 
historic district became « plece where coal operators could be sear their sining opere- 
tions without ectuslly living in the eining camps they originated. The operators chose 
the finest asterials to build grend homes, which combined with the beautiful trees and 
surrounding bills aake the Bregwelil historic district « ver) striking location ewen today 


The story of the Pocehontes Coalfield, renowned aation-wide for its ten-foor 
seams end high quality coal, begen in 188) when the first carload of coal wes shipped by 
the Morfolk and Western Railroad from Pocahontas, Virginia (located « few afles southwest 
of Bramwell) to Sorfolk, Virginie In 1664 « growp of Philadelphia (inantiers began 
buying greet quantities of coal lends slong the Bivestone River in Mercer County under 
the aeme of the Bluestone Goal Company. This orgenizetion under ite local senager 
0.8. Dubring, planned the town of Bramwell end established its headquarters there in 
1685 Dubring, in fect, built the firet house there, which so longer stands. Meany 
of the company's engineers and draftemen soon goved into Bramwell, directing tse company's 
Leases to cosl operetors. The Sliwestone Coal became part of the Flat Top Cos! Lend 
Association, the largest holder of cosl lends in the Pocehontes Coslfie ¢d. The Land 
Association =asin@ ined its office in Bramwell for seany years even after it was reorganized 
and changed its same to the Pocahontas Coal and Coke Company 


Sreewell wes seamed for another coal lend investor, J.8. Bramwell, probdebiy 
beceuse he was the town’s first postmaster. The town grew quickly end was incorporated 
in 1689. By 18696 it reached it peak in population with ower 4.000 residents. After 
the gining towns of Coopers end Freeman vere incorporated into Bramwell, it hed the dis- 
tinction of heving three separate post offices within its corporate lisits, unusual for 
& town of ite sice. Sramwell wes « “epur” stop om the reilroed; treins hed to aske 
special trips to it because it wes aot on the aain line of the retlrosd. fves so, 
there ere reports of up to fourteen treins « day going in and out of Sremwell during 


ite heyday. 


In eddition to the Land offices, several other coal companies ssintained 
offices in Bramwell, including the Pocehontes Company, the serketing organization for 
Pocehontas cosel, loceted in the Mesonic Hall. Ory good and grocery stores also appeared 








“ & 


LA 











United States Department of the interior 


National Park Service 
National of Historic Places 
Form 


Sremvell Historic District, Mercer County, West Virginia 
Cont uation new Neer numbe ’ foe? 











in the business block on Main Street, and the Bryant and Newbold Pharmacy at the 
corner of Main and ® loch Streets carried the distinction of being the third drugstore 
io the U.S. to sell the exotic perfume Channel Mo. 5, probably prompred by its 
wealthy clientel. By 1906 che town hed four churches, two of which are within the 
historic district and « grade school which sat om « hill above the historic district 
to the sorthesst. This building burned in the early 1940's. 


The Genk of Sreawell, femous because it supposedly was at one tine 
the richest benk of ite sige in the United States, was charteredin 1689. Located 
a block from the railroad station, severe! Bramwell residents recall that the black 
janitor of the benk used to roll goney in « wheelbarrow down the street with an armed 
guard by bie side. to board it on a trein. ine bank aleo reportedly finenced the 
building of the Surning Tree Country Clet of Washington, 0.C., and did purchase the site 
of the West Virginia Capitol building in downtown Charleston after that capitol burned 
in 1921 


Several of the earlier notable buildings were built by doctors. cos! 
@ine proprietors, and the Land Comp ay's officers, but these were sodest vhen compsred 
to the eensions built by coal operators between 1900 and 1915. These homes and the sen 
who built thee represent « second phase of prosperity in the Pocahontes Coalfield. 
The actual opening of the gines in the coalfield at the beginning of the early 1980's 
was the first phase, but ectusliy genaging thee and cre. » tertemes was another. The 
greet houses in Bramwell signify the latter phase. They were owned by gen who hed nor only 
begun enterprises but hed esintained thee very successfully. The homes they built 
are evidence of their incredibly large incomes It is seid that ot ieast thirteen 
@illionaires were living in Breswel!l in 1915 


Edward Cooper one of Sremwell 6 gost prominent citizens, was the son 
of John Cooper, the first agen to open « sine on the Pocehontes Coalfield, at “ill Creek 
in 1864. John Cooper had been an immigrant from England whose father hed been killed 
while ginning there. John Cooper worked as a siner in Pennsylvania end opened sinning 
operations in Fayette County, West Virginia, before steking o11 bis funds on the Mil! 
Creek opening. The gine wes successful and son Edward became general sanager of his 
father's gines sround the tun of the century, soving his own family to Breawell sround 
1900. Edward was en inflvencial town councilesen for several years and he served two teres 
as « U.S. Comgreseman frome West Virginia's Sth congressional district, 1915-1919. He 
built the grand copper roofed Queen Anne-style house in 1910 and the bungsiow seat to 
it for bis son, Edward Jr., around 1920. 


John Devis Hewitt was another ismigrant frome England who worked 
his way up in the eines in America. He became «4 Gining engineer and arrived in the 
Pocahontas Coalfield in 1886. He discovered the seas which became the Buckeye sines. 
By 1896 he had become the vice-president and genera! manager of Buckeye Coa! and Coke 
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John Hewitt br his family to live about « wile from Bramwell sear che Buckeye 
eines. Around i they goved to Bramwell as other operators did they, too, 


begen to prosper. John Hewitt was very active in Bramwell's civic affaires in addi- 
tion to his eine operating duties. He was the firet sayor of Bramwell and was one 
of che founding seabers of Holy Trinity Episcopal Church of Sremwell. He seems to 
have played « key role in the building of Sremwell Masonic Teaple in 199). By the 
time of his death, in 1903, he head become « director of the Pocahontas “oupany. 


Ten years after her husband's death, Mre. Katherine Hewitt decided 
to build « new house which is the charming transit \onal cottage so familiar in 
Sremwell today. She bought the house next door to the right of her own frame house 
on the corner of Mein and South River Streets and hed thee both corn down to aske 
rooe for the new house. She then hired the Philedelphia architecture] fire of DeAraond, 
Ashmead, and Bickley to design the house in 1914. Mere. Hewitt wes from Pennsylvania, 
and the fect that she hired a Philadelphia fire to do the planning {liustretes an 
importent point of Breawell's social life. Many coal operators’ wives were froe 
Pennsylvania, particularly of the Philadelphia erea. There slaost seems to have been 
an attempt on the part of the operetors to overcompensete for the lack of “society” 
in southern Veet Virginie at the time by building lerge homes with the finest aeterisis 
available and the gost sodern conveniences Women in Bramwell in effect attempted to 
recreate Philadelphia's social life by hosting gany elaborate parties. It was slaost 
essential to have « town such as Bramwell with « controlled social atmosphere emid 
luxury in order to satisfy « transplanted sanagerial class. 


Philip Goodwill, general ganager and son of the tamigrant who started 
the Goodwill Coal end Coke Company, built « house in Sremwell in 1894 which wes « 
besic American homestead syle structure. When the Goodwill family sold their eines 
and Philip became president of the Pocahontas Company in 1905, he enlarged his house 
by adding « third fleor ballroos end « Queen Anne turret. Philip's wife Phoebe was the 
prise exemple of « former Pennsylvanian who adored parties and an active social life 
She was one of several hostesses in Bramwell who often imported special foods and 
caterers from cities as fer away as Cincinnati by trein. 


Willies #. Thomas’ life sounds like the typical turn-of -the-century 
“rage to riches” story. He was born in Wales and tamigrated to Pennsyivenie with bis 
family when be wes six years old. As « teenager he worked several od¢ jobs, including 
that of « sewepaper cerrier, clerk, end sechanic before coming to the Pocahontas Cos- 
pany. In 166) he eerried Annie Cooper, daughter of Mill Creek Coal and Coke Company 
founder John Cooper. in 1889 he was appointed asnager .{ John Cooper's Company stores 
and in 1890 he became the genera) aenager of Algoms Coal . ad Coke Company, an interes: 
he had helped organize Thomes became the owner of severe) ~ther coal companies and 
by 1909 he hed emessed such « fortune that he wes able to eo. ‘opromimetely 995,000 
on the large Tudor Revival house which sits on « bill overloo.ing dowmwe. Sreewel). 
It. has been reported by « resident of Sramwe!!] thet Mrs. Thomas imported Italian sesons 
expressly for the purpose of constructing the fine stonework of the house end property 
retaining wall, excellent examples of the fine aasonry executed by Italian tamigrents 


throughout the coalf‘ *id 
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Many stories have been tol¢ sbout happenings in Bramwell and collect- 
ively these fore « sort of Bramwell folklore. One story, which aay be entirely crue, 
states that when one of the Thomas daughters were agarried, « rose trellis was stretched 
from the house 411 the way to the wedding at the Fresbyterian church, end « red carpet 
was rolled from the church sround the corner end down the block to the train station. 


Stories have also circulated about Isaac T. Mann, another Sreawel) 
sillitonsaire. <A native of Greenbrier County, West Virginia, Menn was an extremely power- 
ful figure in the Pocahontas Coalfield, having been the chief organizer of the Pocahontas 
Fuel Company and the president of the Bank of Bramwell. He is responsible for the rise 
of thet benk to « quite formidable institution. Mann and his family lived in Bramwell for 
more than twenty wears, dividing their time between Bramwell, « summer home in 
Messechusetts, and «a five-story house (later converted into an embassy) in Washington, 
D.C. The Menn home in Sreawell wes remodeled from « previous structure in 1909 to include 
@ polygonal sided turret. Manne eleo built his children « playhouse ecross the river 
froe the again house. This is no ordinary playhouse as it was later remodeled and aade 
into « reguler residence by —.L. Keesling, who also planted aeny beautiful flower 
gardens on the playhouse grounds and then charged admission for the public to view 
thee in the 1950's. 


Mann elso geve the handso bluestone church building to the 
Presbyterian congregation in 1902. According to « survivor of Mann's, he regretted 
it leter when he heard people refer to the building as “Mr. Mann's church”. He is 
still strongiy identified with that church. 


The 1930's depression which was hard felt in the coalfield was 
particularly peinful to Menn. fe had invested in properties in other locations end 
lost heavily after 1929. One source says that he was worth 78 eillion dollars one 
day and owed 61 willion dollars the next. Regardless of the hard times which befell 
Isaac T. Mann, he seems to be the only person identified with the Pocahontas Coalfield 
in the early years who was listed in an edition of Who Was Who in America. He was « 
leading candidate for the U.S. Senatorship in 1913, but failed of election. The town 
of Itmann in Wyoming County was named for his. 

The nationwide depression and subsequent closing of the Bank of 
Sreawell in the early 1930's signalled the end of an era in Bramwell. This wos 
followed by the demolition of the Bluestone Inn. The reilroad station was abandoned 
and torn down sometiae in the 1950's. Several operators lost control of their large 
sums. like Isaac T. Menn. or were forced to sell their eines. Meany families and 
proprietors soved away from Braswell). 


One life-long resident states that “Bramwell is certainly aot the 
town it once wes”. Even so, Sragwell hes stayed remarkably well-preserved, today 
@einly serving as « residential town for retired persons and people who work in nearby 
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Bivefield or Princeton. A renewed interest in the history and architecture of Sreawel | 
hes brought sew residents who ere working to restore structures to their origina) grandeur 
Long-time residents have gade «2 successful effort to maintain their homes. The result 

is very satisfying end rewarding. Sreewel! aey sot experience the traffic and “bustie” 

it once did, but the fine buildings remain a8 sonuments to « time when en iemigrent 
@iner's femily could turn « email esmount of capital into « veritable fortune, keeping 

in eind the countless hours of drudgery that were spent by many laborers contr ibut ing 


to thet fortune. Sraeawell's elegance survives as « generous remnant of West Virginia's 
version of the “gilded age” 
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Verbal boundary description and justification (Cont inued) 


corporate boundary of the Town of Sraemwell,. inclusive of Lots M. i147 and 

Ho. 148 belonging to the Holy Trinity Episcopal Church; proceeding southwest 
in @ straight line 2000 feet to « point intersecting with Mercer County Route 
20/17; thence northwest in « straight line 1500 feet to the extreme southwest 
end of Bloch Street, and thence in « line approximatiy 500 feer along the 
northwest of Bloch Street to the Bluestone River, thence along the southern 
bank of the Bluestone River approximatiy 500 feet; thence due north in « 
straight line approximatiy 700 feet to the point of origin (City Hall, Lot 
Mm. 6). 
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| Asphalt covered historic brick road 
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